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Why UCD Open Learning? 
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WELCOME 

UCD Open Learning is an innovative and unique 

approach to attracting part-time learners to 

UCD.  It opens up Horizons undergraduate 

modules to all learners by allowing them enjoy 

the flexibility that Horizons can offer. Open 

Learners have the same status as all other 

students, with access to UCD facilities.  The 

process showcases the range of scholarship in 

UCD to a wider community of learners.  It also 

offers students a ‘taste’ of higher education and of areas of study.  

Consequently it has the potential to widen participation and act as a pathway 

to further and flexible modes of study. 

Students can opt to take any combination of modules 

towards an award.  The next step in this process is the 

introduction of a certificate and diploma award. These are 

designed for students who are interested in accumulating 

credits towards an award.   

Alternatively, students can choose to take a module for 

audit, which allows full participation in the modules without 

any assessments.  Audit students do not receive any credits or qualifications as 

they do not take any assessments. There are no entry requirements to the 

programme.   
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Programme Objectives 
On completion of the University Certificate/ University Diploma in Open 

Learning students will be able to: 

• demonstrate basic knowledge and understanding of specific modules 

within their chosen field(s) of study.  This knowledge may inform them about the 

nature of their chosen modules and may prompt them to progress their studies 

further in that discipline 

• apply their knowledge and understanding of the completed modules in 

specific contexts related to the field of study 

• identify and use data to formulate responses to well-defined concrete 

and abstract problems within the field(s) of study covered in their chosen 

modules 

• demonstrate transferable skills through forms of learning activity: 

including essays, tutorials and reviews. 

Entry Requirements to Open Learning 
There are no entry requirements for the UCD Open Learning programme.  You 

can apply online, in person or over the phone.  You must register for each 

module before the advertised start date of the module, or within a week of the 

start if there are places available. 

The structure of the Open Learning Programme 
The Open Learning programme allows you structure your award to reflect your 

interests and timetable.  To complete your Certificate in Open Learning you will 

have to complete 30 credits across a range of modules.  The Diploma in Open 

Learning requires 60 credits. 

Choosing your modules 
Each year the list of available modules will be listed in the UCD Open Learning 

programme.  The module list is subject to change.  Where there are places 

available, they are allocated on a first come-first served basis.  Once you 

register for a module we cannot transfer, alter or withdraw you from that 

module. We therefore recommend that you review the modules carefully, 

establish that the timetable suits you and that you are satisfied with your 

choice.  The modules can be reviewed on the following link: 

http://www.ucd.ie/students/course_search.htm and are listed in the Appendix 

to this handbook. 

http://www.ucd.ie/students/course_search.htm
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Moving between levels 
Modules are assigned levels. We recommend that you begin on Open Learning 

with level 1 modules.  The levels represent academic progression, with the 

higher levels assuming that you have already mastered the key concepts and 

skills required for academic writing and critical reflection. We recommend that 

you begin on Open Learning with level 1 modules and seek guidance from your 

academic mentor about the best way to approach your progression pathway. 

Deadline for registration 
The final deadline for registration is one day after the second class in your 

chosen module, subject to availability of the module.   

Deadline for upgrading from audit to credit  

You must register as a credit student within 3 weeks of the start of the module. 

Moving from audit to credit 

While you can move from being an audit student to a credit student, you 

cannot do the opposite.  Once you register as a ‘credit’ student you have 

signalled your intention to submit for assessment.  You cannot reverse that 

status.  We therefore advise you to consider the commitments involved, the 

assessments required and the workload involved.  

Attendance Requirement 

The attendance requirement is determined by the Module Co-ordinator.  The 

issue of attendance is relevant to those who are taking the modules for 

assessment.   

You cannot attend class if you have not registered for the module. 

It is recommended that Open Learning students take a maximum of three 

modules per semester. 

Timetable/Schedule 
There are no set hours for Open Learning.  The more modules a student registers 

to, the greater the time commitment required.  The timetable is structured over 

a 40-hour week.  Any given module can be spread throughout the week.  For 

example, a particular module may have 2 hours of lectures in the week, the 1st 

on Monday at 10am and the 2nd on Thursday at 5pm, with a tutorial on 

Wednesday at 2pm.  Therefore, in order to ensure that this is the programme for 

you, you should be aware that you will need to be flexible in terms of 

availability to attend lectures. 
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Amount of time required to complete the award 
The amount of time it takes to complete the certificate or diploma varies from 

student to student, depending on the credit workload.  For example, if you 

were to complete a module each semester, it would take you three years to 

complete the Certificate in Open Learning.   

Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) 
UCD encourages lifelong learning and provides the opportunity for prior 

learning to be recognised.  Students can apply to have prior learning 

recognised for; 

 the purposes of admission into a UCD programme of study 

 credit applied towards a UCD programme of study 

 transfer into or between UCD programmes.   

A basic principle of credit accumulation is that credit cannot be awarded 

twice for the same achievement. Where a student uses all of their credit from a 

previous award (either a UCD or a non-UCD award) towards another award 

from UCD at the same level, they should be advised by the Programme Board 

to represent themselves as having a single award only (i.e. the highest level 

award). 

What this means for you as an Open Learning student is that: 

 You can only do any module once and cannot register to it again 

once you have passed it. 

 You cannot register to a module that is incompatible.  You can 

establish how similar modules are by reviewing the module 

descriptors.  We recommend that students familiarise themselves 

with the module descriptor for each module they are interested in 

taking. If two modules prove to be incompatible, Open Learning 

students will not be able to register to both modules. 

 You cannot submit assessments retrospectively.  So, if you have 

completed a module for audit, you cannot decide to submit for 

assessment after the module is completed or the period for 

transferring from Audit to Credit has passed (typically after three 

weeks of the start of the module). 
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RPL:  Amount and types of credit 

The Programme Board1, subject to the following rules, will determine the 

amount of credit an applicant may transfer/be exempted from based on an 

application for the recognition of prior learning.  

 The maximum amount of credit will normally be 50% of the whole 

programme of study.  

 The minimum amount of credit that can be awarded is one module (e.g. 

5 ECTS credits at undergraduate level).  Credit is not awarded for part of 

a module.  

Applicants should apply for recognition of prior learning at the earliest possible 

time, preferably before the commencement of their module.   All applications 

for credit exemption for a particular module(s) should be submitted before the 

third week of the semester in which a module is taken. All applicants must 

provide supporting evidence and documentation of their prior learning. 

Decisions on prior learning are at the discretion of the Board of 

Studies/Programme Board.  Please refer to the RPL: Guide for applicants for 

further information 

http://www.ucd.ie/registry/academicsecretariat/docs/rplstudents_g.pdf. 

Key terms explained 

Colleges & Schools 
There are Six Colleges in UCD.  Each of these Colleges has constituent Schools 

which make up the academic structure of UCD.  You can see the full list of UCD 

Colleges and Schools on the following link: 

http://www.ucd.ie/collegesandschools/. 

What is a module? 
A module is a self-contained unit of learning, teaching and assessment.  The 

volume of educational activity is expressed in hours of student effort.  This is 

linked directly to the credit value of the module.  Information about a module is 

contained in the online descriptor for that module (General Regulation 1.1). 

                                                 

1 Certificate and Diploma in Open Learning reports to the Board of Studies for 

Academic Affairs, which is responsible to the University Programmes Board. 

 

http://www.ucd.ie/registry/academicsecretariat/docs/rplstudents_g.pdf
http://www.ucd.ie/collegesandschools/
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What is a credit? 
Each module has an ECTS credit value.  This is a standardised way of 

representing the amount of student effort, the achievement of learning 

outcomes and educational activity associated with a module.  

The volume of hours associated with ECTS can vary, recognising that students 

learn at different speeds, and the key indicator for the award of credit is the 

achievement of learning outcomes (and not just an accumulation of hours). 

Therefore, a standard 5-credit UCD module represents 100-150 hours of student 

effort (General Regulation 1.2). 

What is a level? 
The level of a module is an indication of the level of difficulty of the learning 

outcomes and the material that will be encountered.  Levels generally give a 

broad indication of the stage when a student is likely to take the module, 

although this is not always the case (General Regulation 1.4). 

What is a module descriptor? 
A module descriptor captures information about a module.  It is available 

online and typically includes the following: 

a. The School and Module Co-ordinator responsible for the module. 

b. Credit value, level, semester, learning outcomes, curriculum and 

description of the module. 

c. The means by which the learning outcomes will be assessed. 

d. An indication of the expected student workload. 

e. Any module dependencies (pre-requisites, required modules,               

co-requisites, incompatible modules, exclusions, requirements or 

recommendations).  Information on remediation opportunities 

(General Regulation 1.9). 

What is Blackboard? 
Blackboard is an eLearning tool, specially designed for 

universities. It is used by lecturers to share course material with 

students and to post class announcements. It also includes 

other useful features such as virtual classrooms, discussion 

forums, surveys and much more. You can access it through 

UCD Connect. 

Choosing your modules 
As noted above, the list of available modules will be listed in the UCD Open 

Learning programme.  The module list is subject to change.  Where there are 

places available, they are allocated on a first come-first served basis.  Once 



University Certificate/ University Diploma in Open Learning Handbook 

12 

 

you register for a module we cannot transfer, alter or withdraw you from that 

module. We therefore recommend that you review the modules carefully, 

establish that the timetable suits you and that you are satisfied with your 

choice.  The modules can be reviewed on the following link: 

http://www.ucd.ie/students/course_search.htm and are listed in the Appendix 

to this handbook. 

 

UCD Academic Regulations  
Your studies in UCD are governed by a set of overarching rules called 

Academic Regulations. These regulations are supported by academic policy, 

procedures and guidelines. For ease of use, there is also a quick reference 

user’s guide to the regulations available which allows you to search for topics in 

an FAQ format. 

http://www.ucd.ie/registry/academicsecretariat/asug/  

PROGRAMME REGULATIONS 

Regulations regarding attendance 

This is determined by the individual schools. 

Regulations regarding course work 

The regulations regarding course will depend on the 

module you are taking.  As a general rule, all course work 

must be typed and properly referenced.  

http://www.ucd.ie/t4cms/UCD%20Assessment%20Cover%20Sheet.pdf  

Some UCD Schools recommend a particular citation style, and give examples. 

Citation style guides are available for the main citation styles used in UCD:  

http://www.ucd.ie/library/supporting_you/support_learning/citing_styles/  

UCD School Style Guide 

Archaeology Harvard - Harvard Style Guide  

Art History & Cultural Policy Art History: Modified Chicago style 
Classics Writer chooses 

English, Drama & Film MLA   

History & Archives Refer to Citation Style for UCD History 

Essays 
Irish, Celtic Studies, Irish 

Folklore & Linguistics 
Irish: Harvard  

Philosophy Harvard 

Chicago  

http://www.ucd.ie/students/course_search.htm
http://www.ucd.ie/registry/academicsecretariat/asug/
http://www.ucd.ie/t4cms/UCD%20Assessment%20Cover%20Sheet.pdf
http://www.ucd.ie/library/supporting_you/support_learning/citing_styles/
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Politics & International 

Relations 
Harvard  

Biomolecular & Biomedical 

Science 
Industrial Microbiology: Harvard  

Mathematical Sciences Writer chooses 
Physics Writer chooses 

 

Students are responsible for submitting all written assignments in accordance 

with their School’s procedures (see Instructions for Submission of Course Work). 

Assessment 
If you are submitting for assessment, your work will be evaluated and graded.  

This conforms to sets of guidelines and standards and you can find more 

information about these here: 

http://www.ucd.ie/students/assessment/index.html  

Each module will include one or more components of assessment.  An 

assessment component may be: 

 A single assessment task (e.g. terminal written examination, a major 

essay or project) 

 A number of separate assessment tasks, (e.g. series of laboratory reports, 

tutorial assessments or short tests that make up a single component) 

(General Regulation 4.2.1). 

UCD Exam Regulations  
UCD has examination procedures and regulations in place.  

Please refer to: 

http://www.ucd.ie/students/assessment/documents/examregulations.pdf  

Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is using other people's ideas and words without clearly 

acknowledging the source of that information.  All work presented must be the 

student’s own work and no work of another student or author must be used, in 

part or in whole, unless adequately referenced.  Where the student does not 

take account of these regulations their work constitutes plagiarism.  Where 

sources are not cited properly or where the student copies sections of a text 

without acknowledging the authorship the student will be regarded as having 

plagiarised another’s work. 

Plagiarism can result in no marks being assigned to the assignment and the 

School reserves the right to refer suspected cases of plagiarism to the 

University’s Disciplinary Committee.   

http://www.ucd.ie/students/assessment/index.html
http://www.ucd.ie/students/assessment/documents/examregulations.pdf


University Certificate/ University Diploma in Open Learning Handbook 

14 

 

The University’s policy on plagiarism is available at:     

www.ucd.ie/t4cms/Plagiarism_Policy_Academic_Policy_2005.pdf   

For more information on plagiarism, including advice for students, see the 

following websites: 

https://www.ucd.ie/library/supporting_you/support_learning/plagiarism/  

http://www.ucd.ie/registry/academicsecretariat/plagiarism.htm  

Component Grade Scale 
Grade Description  

A+, A, A- Excellent 

B+, B, B- Very Good 

C+, C, C Good 

D+,D, D - Acceptable 

E+, E, E-, Fail 

F+, F, F - 

G+, G, G - 

NG 

For more details on assessment and grading, visit 

http://www.ucd.ie/registry/assessment/  

Late Submissions 
Students may apply for an extension to the submission date of course work if 

they are unable to submit the work on time due to extenuating circumstances 

(e.g. Illness or bereavement).  The UCD policy and form on Late Submissions are 

available on: http://www.ucd.ie/registry/academicsecretariat/latesub.htm.  

Check with your school to determine the procedures and implications of a late 

submission.  Typically students need to alert their Module Co-ordinator if they 

need to apply for an extension. If an extension has not been granted, any work 

submitted after the deadline has passed will be subject to a deduction of 

grades.   

Penalties for late submission: 

There is variation across Schools in how penalties are applied. Typically there is 

a sliding scale for work submitted up to two weeks late.  There are two 

penalties, one for work up to one week late, and a greater penalty for work 

more than one but up to two weeks late. Work submitted more than two weeks 

late will not be graded. 

• 1 week late (from Day 1 after the submission deadline, up to and to including 

Day 7) – Penalty: Minus 2 grades: e.g. A+ → A-  

• 2 weeks late (from Day 8 up to and to including Day 14) – Penalty: Minus 4 

grades: e.g. A+ → B  

http://www.ucd.ie/t4cms/Plagiarism_Policy_Academic_Policy_2005.pdf
https://www.ucd.ie/library/supporting_you/support_learning/plagiarism/
http://www.ucd.ie/registry/academicsecretariat/plagiarism.htm
http://www.ucd.ie/registry/assessment/
http://www.ucd.ie/registry/academicsecretariat/latesub.htm
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• Assignments which are more than two weeks late cannot be graded unless 

Extenuating Circumstances have been approved. 

Extenuating Circumstances  

Extenuating circumstances are “serious unforeseen circumstances beyond your 

control which prevented you from meeting the requirements of your 

programme” (UCD Guidelines, p.2). In the event of these extenuating 

circumstances, students should refer to the University policy and must also 

complete an excused absence form and submit it to their School office. 

Supporting documentation (such as medical certificate or official 

letters/documentation from an appropriate third-party) is, or will be, required 

where appropriate. Students should familiarise themselves with the University 

policies on extenuating circumstances:  

(http://www.ucd.ie/registry/academicsecretariat/extc.htm ). 

Appeals 
Students have the right to appeal through the University Appeals procedures: 

(http://www.ucd.ie/appeals/ ). 

UCD smoke-free campus policy  
A smoke-free campus policy is being implemented in UCD.  This policy is being 

implemented on a phased basis which started with phase 1 (September 2015) 

which introduced smoke-free free zones within 10 meters of all entrances to 

buildings and in proscribed areas. Phase 2 (September 2016) prohibited 

smoking in the core built-up areas of campus and Phase 3 (September 2017) 

extends this to commuting hubs.   

  You will find a copy of the Smoke-Free Campus Policy here: 

http://www.ucd.ie/students/documents/Smoke_free_campus_policy.pdf . 

UCD Access and Lifelong Learning 
The Access and Lifelong Learning Centre is located on the 

first floor of the James Joyce Library Building on the UCD 

Belfield campus.  You can drop in, phone or e-mail the 

centre with queries or comments.  The centre is open from 

9am to 5pm Monday to Friday. 

http://www.ucd.ie/registry/academicsecretariat/extc.htm
http://www.ucd.ie/appeals/
http://www.ucd.ie/students/documents/Smoke_free_campus_policy.pdf
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FAQs 
Q. How many credits for these Open Learning modules? 

A. Each module has an ECTS credit value.  Typically the modules in Open 

Learning are 5ECTS.  

Q. What is an ECTS? 

A. ECTS refers to the European Credit Transfer System and provides a common 

currency for representing academic activity throughout Europe. It is used to 

facilitate student mobility and transferability of degrees and awards. ECTS is 

linked to the Bologna Process and EU Tuning Project. Further details are 

available at http://www.bologna.ie. Credits are 

awarded on the basis of attendance, student effort, 

satisfactory completion of associated coursework 

and satisfaction of the relevant learning outcomes. 

Q. What is ‘Audit Only’? 

A. Any Open Learning module can also be studied purely for interest without 

undertaking the assessment component of a course. This is known as auditing a 

module. If you are uncertain whether you want to be assessed, you are 

welcome to begin the module on an audit basis and switch later (within the first 

three teaching weeks) by paying an additional fee. 

Q. How will I be assessed? 

A. A range of assessment methods are used in the various modules in 

Open Learning.  In some modules end of semester assessments may be 

entirely replaced by continuous and/or in-term assessment. Possible 

assessment methods include: 

 Formal written examinations 

 In-class written examinations 

 Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs) 

 Laboratory examinations 

 Practical or experimental reports 

 Projects 

 Essays 

 Reflective and learning journals 

 Participation in seminar or tutorial settings 
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Q. When do assessments take place? 

A. Assessments for a module are typically completed during or as soon as 

practicable, after completion of the module.  

 

Q. What is a grade? 

A. A letter grade is the final aggregate result of all assessment components 

completed for a given module.   You will receive a grade for each assessment 

component of a module.   

Q. What is a grade point value? 

A. The grade point value is the numerical value associated with a letter grade 

received in a module, which is used to calculate the grade point average 

(GPA).   

Each grade has a fixed numeric value, which is used to calculate the GPA 

(unless the grade point value is capped at 2.0 as for repeat attempts). 

Q. What happens if I attempt but don’t pass a module? 

A. When a student has failed to complete and pass a module (meaning they 

received an E, F, G, NG, WL or IP), they have the following three options to 

complete the credit requirements of the programme: 

1. Resit the assessment for the module in the next teaching semester. Re-

attendance is not required, and this type of remediation carries a 

pass/fail grade.  

2. Repeat the module the next time it is offered. Here the student re-

attends, and the grade point awarded where a repeat attempt is 

passed is capped at 2.0.  

3. Substitute another module compatible with the requirements of the 

programme. (General Regulation 5.8.1). 

Q. How do I register? 

A. You can register online or contact the UCD Access and Lifelong Learning 

Centre and you can register over the phone on 716 7123 or call in to the 

centre.  

Q. Will I get a Library Card? 

A. Yes.  Your UCD Student Card also admits you to the UCD Library.  You will be 

issued your Student Card following registration on the module. 

Q. When are tutorials? 
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A. Not every module will have tutorials.  For those modules that have tutorials, 

you will have to sign up to one from a list of options.   

Q. Will I be the oldest? 

A. No, our programmes encourage participation across a diverse age group.  

UCD has a significant number of full and part-time mature students.  
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Q. Is there an age requirement for entry to UCD?  

A. Yes. You must be seventeen years of age by 15 January following entry: i.e. 

for entry in 2017, your date of birth must be on or before 15 January 2001.  

Q. What is (Recognition of Prior Learning) RPL? 

A. RPL is defined as: “the process by which prior learning is given a value. It is a 

means by which prior learning is formally identified, assessed and 

acknowledged”. 

Q. Do I get exemptions if I go on for further study? 

A. Each module carries 5 ECTS and may be submitted by you as part of an RPL 

application 

Q. Are there concessions in fees? 

A. Concessions are not available on Open Learning fees. 

Q.  Is there parking available? 

A. There are a number of car parks available.  You will need a parking permit 

during term time.  As an Open Learning student you can apply for a student 

parking permit.  Pay and Display car parks also operate on the campus for 

guests.  Parking is free after 5 p.m. Please see 

http://www.ucd.ie/students/parking.html for further details. 

Traffic calming restrictions are in operation from 7 - 10.30 a.m. and 4 - 7.30 p.m. 

each day.  These measures prevent you from driving around the campus and 

mean you should park near the entrance you came in. 

Q. Where do I go if I have a problem? 

A. You can contact the UCD Access and Lifelong Learning Centre 01-7167123 

with any initial queries about Open Learning.  If you have an academic query, 

you should ask your tutor or Module Co-ordinator. 

http://www.ucd.ie/students/parking.html
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Key UCD websites   

UCD Student Services Directory 
http://www.ucd.ie/students/services.html  

UCD Student Advisers  
Provide support to students throughout their university experience: 

www.ucd.ie/studentadvisers 

   UCD Student Support 
Provides a wide range of practical supports and links 

www.ucd.ie/students/studentsupport.html 

 

Useful UCD numbers 
 

 

Access and Lifelong Learning    01- 716 7123 

UCD, Main telephone line               01- 716 7777 

Student Desk        01- 716 1555 

UCD Registration 
Before classes begin, you will need to register as 

a student, enrol in your courses, pay your tuition 

fees and receive a student card (UCARD). Your 

UCARD gives you access to all student facilities, including the library and 

computer facilities. It can be used to pay for certain services on campus such 

as purchasing food in the main restaurant, printing, scanning and 

photocopying and more. 

Refund Policy 
Refunds are only available for medical reasons.  It is necessary to submit a 

request, in writing, during the first two weeks of the semester along with 

supporting medical documentation. 

UCD Student Card 
We will contact you with your Student ID Number. 

Make sure you upload your photo so that you can collect your UCD Student 

Card (UCARD).   Guidelines on how to upload your photo, as well as the correct 

size and format of the photo, are available at www.ucd.ie/ucard. 

http://www.ucd.ie/students/services.html
http://www.ucd.ie/studentadvisers
http://www.ucd.ie/studentadvisers
http://www.ucd.ie/students/studentsupport.html
http://www.ucd.ie/ucard
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Your UCARD will be available for collection one working day after you have 

completed Step 1 of online registration.  

 

Key Dates 
 

 

CHECK YOUR TIMETABLE WWW.UCD.IE/SISWEB 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON MODULE 

CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT IS PRESENTED AT THE 

FIRST LECTURE OF EACH MODULE - DON’T MISS IT! 

UCD Connect 
Access to important services 

Each student in UCD is provided with a UCD Connect account, so you have 

access to key online services from anywhere, whether you are on campus, at 

home or abroad. Through UCD Connect, you get unlimited combined Gmail 

and Google Drive storage plus a personal calendar with your student timetable 

in it. Useful tip: Sync these to your smartphone, so you have easy access to 

information wherever you are! 

You also have access to the University’s eLearning environment (Blackboard), 

where you can submit assignments, check announcements, and use wikis and 

blogs. Software applications are available to download or stream from 

Application Jukebox on UCD Connect. 
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You initial login to applications in UCD Connect is your UCD student number 

and your password is your date of birth (ddmmyy). 

Your security is your own responsibility so make sure you change your password 

on first login and remember to use a strong password. There is a change 

password tool in UCD Connect. Never share your username or password. 

YOUR PERSONALISED UCD EMAIL ADDRESS WILL 

BE USED FOR OFFICIAL UCD CORRESPONDENCE 

INCLUDING A FORTNIGHTLY STUDENT E-ZINE AND 

ACADEMIC AND EXAMS INFORMATION. PLEASE 

MAKE SURE THAT YOU CHECK IT REGULARLY. 

UCD Mobile  
Before arriving on campus you can download a free app called ‘UCD Mobile’ 

for both Apple and Android devices. It includes an interactive map of the 

campus (with an augmented-reality view of locations for iPhone users), handy 

access to Blackboard content and announcements (Blackboard Mobile Learn) 

as well as a library catalogue search function, news updates, an events 

calendar and much more!  

Library Card:      Your student card is also your Library Card.  Within hours 

of collecting your Student Card you can access the Library.   

General information 
You will be admitted to the College Library (Belfield) and allowed to borrow 

books under the following conditions: 

 3 books from the Two Week Loan Collection 

 1 book from the Short Loan Collection (48 hour loan) 

 2 photocopies from the Photocopy Collection (48 hour loan) 

 

Room location for your module 

You will receive an e-mail three days before your module is scheduled to start, 

confirming your classroom location. You can access module information 

through the UCD Student Information System (SISWeb).  

 If you have a difficulty with this, please contact us on 01- 7167123 

IT Services 
Blackboard is widely used in UCD to access course information and notes. For 

information on Blackboard, see the IT Services website.  IT Services offer a Drop-
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In Service in the Daedalus Building and in Health Sciences where you can bring 

your devices if you need support or direction in how to use the IT Services and 

particularly how to access Blackboard.  We strongly recommend that you 

attend a Blackboard support session in advance of your module starting, as 

your use of Blackboard will greatly enhance and support your learning. 

UCD Student Charter  
The Student Charter sets out the roles and 

responsibilities of the various groups within our 

University and outlines what you can expect from 

your University and what the University can expect 

from its student members: 

http://www.ucd.ie/studentcharter/ .  

 

 

 

UCD Student Code  
The Student Code establishes the University’s expectations in respect of student 

behaviour and conduct.   Remember to check your UCD email account 

frequently so that you don’t miss out on important information from the 

University. We use your UCD email address for all official communication with 

you. The full student email protocol can be found here: 

http://www.ucd.ie/registry/academicsecretariat/docs/email_po.pdf.   

 

  

http://www.ucd.ie/studentcharter/
http://www.ucd.ie/registry/academicsecretariat/docs/email_po.pdf


 

 

Open Learning Module List 2017/18: 

Applied Language Centre  

French for General Purposes 1  

French for General Purposes 4  

German for General Purposes 1  

Italian for General Purposes 1  

Russian for General Purposes 1  

Spanish for General Purposes 1 

School of Agriculture and Food Science  

Apiculture – Bees, Pollination and 

People  

Food Diet and Health  

Food Diet and Health II – Making 

Healthy Food Choices  

Introduction to Animal Science  

Introduction to Humanitarian Action  

Land Use and the Environment  

Trees and Forests in Ireland 

Discovery Modules  

Global Development Goals  

War: Ancient and Modern 

Childhood 

Energy, Climate Change and Policy 

Sustainable Bioeconomy 

School of Agriculture and Food Science 

Food Diet and Health 

Food Diet and Health III 

Forests, Climate and Carbon 

Introduction to Crop Science 

Introduction to Food and 

Agribusiness Management 

Plants and People 

Sportsturf Construction 

School of Archaeology 

Anthropology: an Introduction 

Archaeological Fieldwork  

Archaeology and the Public: Past meets 

Present 

Archaeology of Food  

Archaeology of Landscapes 

Archaeology of Minoan Crete  

Archaeology of Things 

Celtic and Mediterranean Europe  

Christian, Islamic and Viking Europe 

Combat Archaeology  

Early Medieval Europe: Social Identity 

and Belonging AD 400-1100 

Environmental Archaeology 

Experiment Archaeology and Ancient 

Technologies  

Exploring Archaeology  

Feudal Castles and Gothic Cathedrals: 

building Medieval Europe, AD1000-1500 

Heritage Management  

How Archaeologists Think:  an 

Introduction to Archaeological Theory  

Hunter-Gatherers: archaeological and 

anthropological perspectives  

Intro Archaeology of Ireland 

Stone Age and Megalithic Europe 

The Archaeology of the Historical World 

The Prehistoric World  

The Roman Empire: Roman Archaeology 

Wetland Archaeology 

College of Science UCD in the Community  

Community, Volunteering and 

Leadership  

School Of Architecture, Planning and 

Environmental Policy  

Form and Space: Town and Countryside  

History and Theory of Landscape 

Architecture 

History and Theory of the Designed 

Environment I – Perspectives on 

Architecture  

History and Theory of the Designed 

Environment II – Survey Course 1 

History and Theory of the Designed 

Environment III – Survey Course 2  

History and Theory of the Designed 

Environment IV – Architecture, 

Urban and Landscape 

History of Planning 

 

School Of Art History and Cultural Policy  

Courts and Court cultures  

Dublin: its Museums and Collections  

Georgian Dublin  

Irish Painting 1640-1940  

Modern Architecture  

Tools of Art History 

School of Art History and Cultural Policy 

Art and Architecture of Classical 

Antiquity 

Art and Death in Early Modern Europe 

1400-1700 

Art and the Modern World: 

Impressionism, Independence and 

Intransigence in 19th century art 

Modernism: Art and Utopia 

Visualizing Migration: the Irish Emigrant in 

Visual Culture from the 19th-21st 

century 
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School Of Biology and Environmental 

Science  

Animal Biology and Evolution 

Biology for the Modern World  

Fundamentals of Biology  

 

School of Biomolecular and Biomedical 

Science 

Biomedical Sciences: 

Understanding Human Disease 

 

School Of Classics  

The Age of Augustus  

Alexander and his Successors  

Art and Architecture in Pompeii  

Classical Greece  

Eating and Drinking in Classical 

Antiquity  

Greek Tragedy  

Magic in the Ancient World  

War and Peace in Roman Poetry 

Classical Myth: an Introduction 

Epic after Virgil 

Family Life in Ancient Greece 

Lost Cities of the Ancient World 

The Oedipus Myth 

Roman Imperial Monuments 

War and the Hero: the Epics of 

Homer and Virgil 

 

School of Earth Sciences 

Earth and Humanity 

Earth, Environment and Society 

Introduction to Earth Sciences 

 

School of Economics 

Economics and Society 

Principles of Macroeconomics 

Introduction to Economics  

Principles of Microeconomics 

School of Education 

Critical Education 

Growing up in Ireland 

Irish Childhoods 

Education for Democracy  

Human Learning: the Big Eight 

College Superpowers  

Ireland’s Education Heritage  

School of English, Drama and Film 

Contemporary British Theatre 

Contemporary Ireland on Stage 

Contemporary Irish Writing  

Critical Theory  

Documentary Film 

From Victorian to Modern Literature, 

1830-1914 

History of Television  

Hollywood Cinema  

Introduction to Film Sound Aesthetics  

Introduction to Film Style and Aesthetics  

Irish Literature: reading the Story of 

Ireland  

Literary Genre: the Art of Criticism and 

the Craft of Writing 

Literature in Context 2 

Literature in Context I  

Modern American Literature 

Performance in Everyday Life  

Perspectives on Film I  

Perspectives on Film II 

Queer Theatre and Performance 

Reading Medieval Literature 

Romanticism  

The Theatrical Event: Case Studies in 

Making Theatre  

Theatre Context and Conventions 

Transformations in European Cinema 

Twentieth-Century Drama: from 

Naturalism to Postmodernism 

Writing and Performance in the Age of 

Shakespeare: Renaissance Literature 

School of History 

20th Century War and Peace: 

International History 1914-1991Australia: 

from the Dreaming to Today 

British Empire, 1495-1945 

Celtic Dawn to Celtic Tiger  

Colonial Latin America, 1492-1898 

Conflict in Modern Europe 

Early Medieval Ireland: Culture, Society 

and Politics 

Early Modern Europe 1450-1800  

From Union to Bailout: Imagining Modern 

Ireland (1800-the present) 

History of Science 

History of Science  

Ireland’s English Centuries 

Islam and Christianity in the Middle Ages  

Modern America 

Northern Ireland, 1920-2010: from 

partition to Paisley  

Rome to Renaissance  
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The French Revolution  

The Irish Experience 

The Russian Revolution  

School of Information and Communication 

Studies 

Computer Mediated Communication 

Cybersociety? Technology, Culture and 

Communication 

Digital Judgement: Truth, Lies and the 

Internet  

Digital Storytelling 

Information and Collaboration in 

Organizations 

Information Architecture: Designing the 

Web 

Information Design 

Information Ethics 

Information Society: from Papyrus to 

Cyberspace  

Introduction to Information and Social 

Computing 

Social Computing and Media 

Social Studies of Information & 

CommunicationTechnologies  

The Digital Self  

Web Publishing 

School Of Irish, Celtic Studies and Folklore  

Introduction to Celtic Civilization  

Introduction to Irish Studies  

Introduction to Welsh Language and 

Culture 1 

The British Celts 

Vikings in the Celtic World  

 

School Of Languages, Cultures and 

Linguistics  

19th Century German Literature: from 

Romanticism to Realism 

Encountering China  

EU-China Relations 

German Modernism  

Hispanic Cultures and Societies  

Introduction to German Literature 

Introduction to Linguistics 

Language Acquisition and Language 

Disruption  

Language use and Communication 

Making Italy 

Reading Hispanic Texts 

Sounds in Language 

Words and Sentences 

School of Law 

Criminological Theory 

Employment Law: the Contract of 

Employment 

European Human Rights Law 

Criminology: Criminal Justice and 

Penology  

Employment Law: Employment Rights  

Environmental Law and Policy  

International Human Rights Law 

School Of Mathematics and Statistics  

Access to Science, Engineering and 

Agriculture – Mathematics I  

Climate Change: causes and 

consequences  

Research Methods for the Social 

Science, Business and the Humanities 

School of Mechanical and Materials 

Engineering 

Design and Materials 

School Of Music  

Music in Ireland  

Music in Ireland 

Music, Politics and Post-Truth 

Popular Music and Culture 

School of Nursing, Midwifery and Health 

Systems  

A Social History of Irish Healthcare  

Health across the Lifespan  

Introduction to Health Systems 

Introduction to Psychology for 

Healthcare  

Maternal and Foetal Wellbeing  

Women’s and Men’s Health 

School of Philosophy  

Ancient Philosophy 

Critical Thinking  

Existentialism and Humanism: an 

Introduction to Continental 

Philosophy 

Introduction to Ethics 

Introduction to Modern Philosophy  

Introduction to the Problems of 

Philosophy  

Philosophy Through Film 

The Search for Meaning 

School Of Physics  

Astronomy and Space Science  
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Foundations of Physics  • Quanta, Particles and Relativity

School of Physics 

Conceptual Physics 

Exploring the Solar System 

Frontiers of Physics 

Thermal Physics and Materials 

School Of Politics And International Relations  

Achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals 

Capitalism and Democracy  

Foundation of Political Theory and 

International Relations 

Foundations of Contemporary 

Politics  

Foundations of Political Theory and 

International Relations  

Gender in War and Peace 

International Political Economy 

Introduction to European Union 

Politics 

Irish Politics 

 

School Of Psychology  

Introduction to Applied Psychology 

Introduction to Psychology  

 

School Of Social Policy, Social Work And 

Social Justice  

Child Abuse, Sexual and Domestic 

Violence 

Childhood Inequality in a Global 

Context  

Comparing European and Asian  

Contemporary Irish Welfare State 

Crime, Social Services and the 

Justice System  

Gender, Social Policy and 

Inequality 

Global Crisis and Social Justice  

History of Irish Social Policy 

Housing Policies, Neighbourhoods 

and Homes  

Human Rights and Social Justice  

Immigration and Irish Society  

Investigating Social Services  

Policy-Making, Implementation and 

Evaluation 

Social Policy and the Environment  

Social Policy Theories and Concepts 

I  

Social Protection: Security, Work 

and Poverty 

The Economic Analysis of Social 

Problems  

Understanding Irish Modernisation 

Understanding Social Problems and 

Policies 

School of Sociology 

Ireland in Comparative Perspective 

Sociological Analysis and Research 

Design 

School of Veterinary Medicine 

Introduction to One Health – 

Bridging Human and Veterinary 

Medical Sciences 

UCD in the Community 

Community, Volunteering and 

Leadership  

 


